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Office of the Secretary of State
Building 1, Suite 157-K L.
1900 Kanawha Bivd., East State of West Virginia
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

August 11, 2011

Mr. Abdul K. Hassan, Esq.
215-28 Hillside Avenue
Queens Village

New York, NY 11427

Re: Access to WV Presidential Primary and General Ballot

Dear Mr. Hassan:

Thank you for your very interesting and informative letter of July 18, 2011, by which you
request an “advisory opinion” of the West Virginia Secretary of State.

I must point out that neither West Virginia Code nor Constitution allow for the concept of
an “advisory opinion” by the Secretary of State. Accordingly, the Secretary of State will not be
able to comply with your request. However, the Secretary of State will share with you statutory
and case law relating to ballot access. '

WV Code §3-5-7 requires any person seeking to appear on a state-wide or multi-county
primary ballot to file a certificate of announcement with the Secretary of State. A filing fee must
accompany the certificate of announcement (or sufficient signatures on a petition in lieu of
payment of filing fee — WV Code §3-5-8a). The filing fee for President is $2,500.00. The
certificate and fee must be filed not earlier than the second Monday in January, and not later than
the last Saturday in January, next preceding the primary election.

Thank you for your timely and interesting inquiry. | hope that this information is
instructive and of benefit. The Secretary of State will follow closely your pending litigation and
your FEC advisory opinion request.

Sincerely,

G Loa

Timothy G. Leach
Assistant General Counsel



